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Official Practise/Competition Dates for Youth and Juniors: 

Wednesday 13 November 2013 - Official Practise Youth/Junior 

Thursday 14 November 2013 - Official Practise Youth/Junior 

Friday 15 November 2013 - Sprint and Head to Head Youth/Junior - Tarawera River 

Saturday 16 November 2013 - Slalom Youth/Junior - Tarawera River 

Sunday 17 November 2013 - Downriver Youth/Junior - Rangitaiki River 

Official Practise/Competition Dates for Masters and Seniors: 

Monday 18 November 2013 -Official Practise Senior/Masters 

Tuesday 19 November 2013 -Official Practise Senior/Masters 

Wednesday 20 November 2013 -Official Practise Senior/Masters 

Thursday 21 November 2013 –Sprint Senior/Masters - Kaituna River 

Friday 22 November 2013 -Head to Head Senior/Masters - Kaituna River 

Saturday 23 November 2013 -Slalom Senior/Masters - Tarawera River 

Sunday 24 November 2013 -Down River Senior/Masters - Rangitaiki River 
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This is the first newsletter with important 

information in preparation to the 2013 IRF 

World Rafting Championships. 
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All teams will be based in Rotorua.  We have accommodation facilities next 

door to the Waiariki Polytechnic where team meetings, meals and all ceremonies 

will take place.  Accommodation at tent rate is included in the team registration 

package however there are options to upgrade to cabins, or a lodge.   

Located in the central North Island, Rotorua is well connected to the rest of New 

Zealand, and the world, through a network of air and road links. The city is a 

leisurely three-hour drive from the gateway city of Auckland (234km), and a 5-6

-hour drive from New Zealand’s capital city of Wellington (457km) at the bot-

tom of the North Island. Transport options to Rotorua include air, coach, shuttle 

and self drive in rental vehicle . 

Rotorua has daily AIR service links with Auckland, Wellington and Christ-

church and Queenstown and twice weekly return trans-tasman flights from Syd-

ney being  on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

Although the Youth and Juniors will be accommodated and catered for in Roto-

rua, the township of Kawerau will be a Host City to teams with presentations 

taking place at Kawerau. 

www.kawerau.co.nz www.rotoruanz.com 

DISTANCES TO RIVERS FROM ROTORUA 

(approximately): 

 

TARAWERA RIVER  -   60 km 

 

KAITUNA RIVER  -  25 km 

 

RANGITAIKI RIVER  -  81 km 
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TARAWERA RIVER—  Situated 40 minutes from Rotorua, the Tarawera River drains from lake Tarawera and falls ap-

proximately 30 minutres in the 59 km from the lake to the coast flowing through the township of Kawerau, where it forms 

an ideal section of grade 2-3 rapids with a small flat section in between.   The short distance from the source of the river and 

the surround permeable soils ensure that river levels are maintained throughout the year.  
 

Both Youth and  Junior will be competing on the Tarawera for the Sprint, Head to Head and Slalom disciplines.   The Senior 

and Masters will be competing on the Tarawera for their Slalom.  The slalom section has a good mix of rapids and eddies 

with a gating system that allows for simple and quick gate changes.  Peter Meikler believes it has the ability to create a diffi-

cult slalom course. 
 

Parking is 20 metres away from the river and it is a very spectator friendly location with the opportunity for a real river festi-

val atmosphere.       

See Team Teikei Japan’s video from the PreWorlds—

October 2012 on our Facebook page 

KAITUNA RIVER— 

Located 15-20 minutres from the centre of Rotorua, the Kaituna River is the outlet of both Lake Rotorua and Rotoiti and is 

famous for it’s waterfalls, play spots and deep green gorge.   This run has been commercially rafted since 1992 and has 

become the most popular river run in the North Island.  It’s 7 metre waterfall drop has earned the badge of the highest 

commercially rafter waterfall drop in the world.   However the waterfall is not included in either the SPRINT or HEAD 

TO HEAD for the Masters and Senior categories. 
 

SPRINT—The race will start in the pool below the 7 metre Tutea Falls and finish in the pool below the bottom hole.  It 

takes approximately 3 minutes.   This section of river will test your team’s technical skills as there are narrow sweeping 

bends, strong eddies, seven short grade 3 drops and slide style rapids.   There are plenty of places to be slowed down and 

it will take a full team effort to keep the raft on the fastest moving water. 
 

HEAD TO HEAD—  this section of river will be from the control gates to the bottom of the Power House Weir rapid.  

It takes approximately 2 minutes to race and there are several opportunities to pass the opposition.  It starts with a 

50 metre flat section, teams then either converge or take difference currents leading into the first rapid called the 

Chute.  Things can then change for the team depending on their accuracy as there is a tight left hand turn with a 

strong eddy on the inside and plenty of water pushing wide on the turn.   There is then approximately 200 metres of 

grade 2 after which the river gorges up into narrow sweeping bends, one to the right, then one to the left leading 

into the Power house Weir rapid.  There are then two options, take the 3 metre waterfall a few paddle strokes into 

the 1.5 metre weir or take the slightly faster shoot on the left that drops you straight on top of the weir.   The finish 

 ����%�

RANGITAIKI RIVER—  Situated 60 minutes from Rotorua, the Rangitaiki River is a classic North Island River run with 

lots of technical grade 3 rapids with the added excitement of class four rapids in the first kilometer (the Masters and Senior 

Downriver).  The run has lovely scenery, continuous rapids and its 11.5 km length is long enough to tire out the fittest pad-

dlers. 
 

The start has flat water wide enough for four or more teams.   At the preworlds we did a monte carlo start.   The race length 

was a good 45 minutes.   The finish line is at the take out, close to where the vehicles are parked. 
 

For the Senior and Masters the first of the rapids is at Rock A and B where NZ hosted the world cup kayak slalom in 1991.   

Technical grade 4 moves, followed by 200 metres of read and run before dropping into the exciting grade 4 drop of Jeff’s Joy.   

This is a very exciting and fast piece of water.   From here there is approximately 3 kms of continuous grade 2 and 3 rapids 

leading into a grueling flat section of water.  Within this section is the start for the Youth and Junior downriver race. 
 

Teams will slog it out, tailing each other in an attempt to make a flat water outtake.  About 2 kms later the river starts  

dropping again and team work is crucial as there are so many rocks and rapids to remember, it seems never ending.   How-

ever the river is still narrow enough to make for fast rapids, fast corners there are plenty of opportunities for rafts to over-

take. 

Check out photos from the preworlds on our Facebook 

page and the website 
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The Rotorua Thermal Holiday Park is the official accommodation base.  It is located beside Waiariki 

Polytech which will be the: 
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The  team registration includes accommodation for the official training and competition period at the 

base entry of tent accommodation.  There is however the opportunity to upgrade to cabins,  flats or lodge 

type accommodation.  This can be arranged at team registration through Raewyn. 
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The cost of team registration at time of bidding was set at NZ$2800.   This is currently being re-

viewed and registrations will be taken in due course. 
 

Team registration includes for seven team members for the period of official training and competi-
tion—MEALS, ACCOMMODATION (as listed on page 6), TRANSPORTATION FROM ROTO-
RUA AIRPORT TO ACCOMMODATION, TRANSPORATION TO AND FROM THE RIVERS 
AND OPENING/CLOSING CEREMONIES. 
 

There will be opportunities for training prior to official training. 
 

More information on registration will follow in the next newsletter.  Remember we are here to help 
you and your team supporters so please contact Raewyn at info@2013raftingworldsNZ.com  

 

If you are visiting for three months or less and are from a country listed below, you will not need a visitor visa (where the pur-

pose of the visit is not for medical consultation or treatment). 
 

Andorra   Argentina  Austria   Bahrain   Belgium 

Brazil   Brunei   Bulgaria   Canada   Chile 

Cyprus   Czech Republic  Denmark  Estonia*   Finland 

France   Germany  Greece*****  Hong Kong**  Hungary 

Iceland   Ireland   Israel   Italy   Japan 

Korea (South)  Kuwait   Latvia*   Liechtenstein  Lithuania* 

Luxembourg  Malaysia  Malta   Mexico   Monaco 

Netherlands  Norway   Oman   Poland   Portugal*** 

Qatar   Romania  San Marino  Saudi Arabia  Singapore  

Slovak Republic  Slovenia   South Africa  Spain   Sweden 

Switzerland  Taiwan******  United Arab Emirates United States of America**** 

Uruguay   Vatican City 
 

*             Visa waiver does not apply to people travelling on alien’s (non-citizen’s) passports issued by these countries. 

**           Residents of Hong Kong travelling n Hong Kong Special Administrative Region or British National                   

  (Overseas) passports. 

*** Portuguese passport holders must also have the right to live permanently in Portugal 

**** Including nationals of the USA 

***** Greek passport holders whose passports were issued on and after 1 January 2006 (Greek passports issued  before 1 

 January 2006 are not acceptable for travel after 1 January 2007). 

****** Permanent residents of Taiwan travelling on a Taiwanese passport.  A personal identity number printed   

 within the visible section of the biographical page of the Taiwan passport demonstrates that the holder is a   

 permanent resident of Taiwan. 
 

United Kingdom and Australia—British citizens and other British passport holders who produce evidence of the right to re-

side permanently in the UK can visit for up to six months without a visitor visa.  Australian citizens and people who hold a cur-

rent Australian permanent residence visa or a current Australian resident return visa do not need a NZ visitor visa to enter NZ. 
 

Note:  If you are transiting through Australia you may require an Australian visitors visa go to: www.immigration.govt.nz/

migrant/stream/visit/transit/austransit.htm 

 

APPLICATION FOR A VISITORS VISA TO NZ — www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/stream/visit/visitors/process/

default.htm 
 

Sports people competing in sports events and those associated with the success of these events, such as match and tournament 

officials, can enter New Zealand on visitor visas, as long as their stay is for three months or less.  Longer stays will require work 

visas.   Media and broadcasters accredited to cover a sport event or tournament can enter NZ on visitor visas, as long as their 

stay is for three months or less.  Longer stays will require work visas. 
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